SAINT BRIGID PARISH
MIDLAND, MICHIGAN

MARCH 9, 2008

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
We invite you to join us in worship
NOTE: If there is a Funeral, weekday Mass is canceled.

SAINT BRIGID ASSUMPTION BLESSED SACRAMENT
MON, Mar 10 6:45a  Scripture & Communion 8:00a Scripture & Communion
6:45a  Scripture & Communion
8:30a Mass
TUE, Mar 11 5:30p Mass 8:00a Mass :
7:00p  Communal Reconciliation 6:30p  Our Mother of Perpetual Help
6:45a  Scripture & Communion
WED, Mar 12 8:30a Mass 8:00a Mass 7:00p Evening Prayer
6:30p  Evening Prayer
6:45a  Scripture & Communion
8:30a Mass w/School
THU, Mar 13 12:05p Mass 8:00a Mass : o -
3:00p Individual Confessions 7:00p Individual Reconciliation
6:45a  Scripture & Communion 8:00a  Mass
FRI, Mar 14 8:30a Mass w/School 7j00 Stations of the Cross 7:00p Stations of the Cross
7:00p Stations of the Cross -00p
- . 8:30a Rosary
SAT, Mar 8 ) . . 3:00p Individual Confessions ’ - I
Vigil: Palm Sunday 9:00a Individual Confessions 430p Mass ézoggp I'\;llgglsldual Reconciliation
9:00a Mass
SUN, Mar 9 . . 8:30a Mass
Palm Sunday 1.1.30a Mass 9:30a  Mass 11:00a Mass
5:30p Mass
- MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
STEWARDSHIP: A Way of Life! MONDAY 1:30 P.M. Legion of Mary
When Jesus heard about the illness of His friend, Lazarus, TUESDAY 7:00 P.M Bible Study
He resonded, “This illness is not to end in death; rather it THURSDAY 7100 P'M' Parish Choir
is for God’s glory, that though it the Son of God may be THURSDAY 700 P'-M Bov Scout
glorified.” Every aspect of our lives — our gifts as well as . 0y SCOoUts

our sufferings — can, if surrendered to Christ, lead to
blessing for others and ourselves.

TREASURE
Regfular Offertory $17,020
Children’s Offertory $121.62
Capital Improvement Fund  $503
TARGET ACTUAL BUDGET
MAR 2, 2008  $11,813 $17,142  $5,329
Year to Date  $507,613  $518,465  $10,852
CHI LREN'"S STEWARDSHI
WHAT | GAVE TO GOD THIS WEEK
Said my prayers.
Helped with my brother and sister.
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[ ]

¢ Helped Dad shovel snow.
¢ Shared my Wii

¢ Helped Mom unpack after vacation.
¢ Listened to Mom and Dad while on a trip.
¢ Helped Nana while Mom & Dad were out of town.
¢ Used my manners.
¢ Made my bed.

¢ Cleaned the basement when told.

¢ Cleaned my sister’'s room.

¢ Let my brother sleep with my blanket.

¢ Was thankful for treats.

¢ Learned about a new saint and prayed.

¢ Hugged Momma and said “thank you”.

¢ Held still so Mommy could put my hair back.
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TAX STATEMENTS: If vou would like to receive a
copv of vour financial support statement for 2007.
please call the Parish Office at 835-7121 and leave
\r/]our name. The statement will be mailed to your
ome.

Bishop Carlson has stated repeatedly that he wants to
encourage and develop Catholic education in the
Diocese of Saginaw. To that end, he is sponsoring The
Bishop’s Charity Ball on Friday, April 25. The proceeds
from the ball will be distributed among all participating
Catholic schools in the Diocese. Saint Brigid School is
participating by seIIingi raffle tickets. Look for parents
selling these tickets following all Masses on March 9. If
the event meets all expectations, Saint Brigid Catholic
School could receive up to $10,000. Thank you for
your support of Catholic education!

At today’s 9:00 a.m. Mass, the Saint Brigid Parish Choir
sings Theodore Dubois’ sacred motet “Adoramus te
Christe.” Though this composition is simple in nature,
Dubois, who is perhaps best known for the oratorio
“The Seven Last Words of Christ,” makes use of a
sensitive harmonic language, which suitably fits the
text: We adore Thee, O Christ, And we bless Thee,
Who by the holy cross have redeemed the world, Who
have suffered for us! Lord, have mercy upon us!

New Life Charismatic Prayer Group invites you to a
Charismatic Mass on March 11 at 7:00 p.m. at St.
Agfnes Parish, 2512 N. West River Rd., Sanford. Mass
will be celebrated by Father Jim Hast. Fellowship and
refreshments will follow the Mass. Please join us in
worshipping the Lord.

St . Cat her iwl méesto ddausslhow we can
assist Pregnancy Aid with baby clothes and supplies on
Saturday, March 15. Location and time for the meetin

to be decided. All ladies of the parish are invited. Ca

Gretchen at 689-3099 for information.

Cemetery Clean Up: In preparation for our annual
spring clean up of the cemeteries and mausoleums,
please remove all decorations from crypts, niches and
ground spaces before March 31, 2008. We will remove
all items left after the March 31 deadline as part of the
general cemetery clean up.




FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

F. T. D. O. F. T. J.

Week of March™©

Scripture Readings and Feast Days fothe Week:

Mon. Dn. 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; Jn. 8:1-11; Week 5 of
Lent

Tues. Nm. 21:4-9; Jn. 8:21-30; Week 5 of Lent

Wed. Dn. 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Jn. 8:31-42; Week 5 of Lent

Thurs. Gn. 17:3-9; Jn. 8:51-59; Week 5 of Lent

Fri. Jer. 20:10-13; Jn. 10:31-42; Week 5 of Lent

Sat. Il Sm. 7:4-16; Rom. 4:13-22; Mt. 1:16-24; Joseph:
Husband of Mary

Sun. Mt. 21:1-11; Is. 50:4-7; Phil. 2:6-11; Mt. 26:14 1 27:66;
Palm Sunday

Explanation of Sunday Scripture Readings:
Fifth Sunday of Lent (#916 in Hymnal)
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:12-14
The prophet Ezekiel spoke to God'’s people during their
exile in Babylon, six centuries before Christ. In today’s
passage, the prophet (using the image of death and
resurrection) assures the people that God will one day
bring them back to their homeland.
Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11 (#916 in Hymnal)
Paul’s Letter to the Romans is his most detailed and
important theological work. Throughout the Letter, he
teaches that Jesus overcame sin and the effects of sin. In
foday’s passage, Paul stresses that through the spirit, this
saving power of Jesus is present and active in Christians
of all times and places.

Paschal Mystery: What is the Paschal Mystery?

This past Tuesday several priests from the Diocese of
Saginaw gathered for a Day of Recollection at the Center
of Ministry led by Fr. Larry Delaney, from the Lansing
Diocese. The day centered in a reflection around the
Paschal Mystery. The Paschal Mystery is the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The Paschal Mystery is a
gift given to us by our Savior. We can experience this in
our lives here on earth. We do not need to wait until we die
to experience its effects. At each of our deaths we will
experience it fully, but while we live on this earth, we can
experience the Paschal Mystery.

Fr. Delaney shared that each of us experience at least five
small deaths (losses) in the course of our lives. They are
as follows: 1) the loss of someone in death; 2) the loss of a
friendship; 3) the loss of idealism (I thought it was going to
be this way, but it ended up this way; this could be a job,
church, etc); 4) the loss of health; 5) the loss of something
to believe in (from time to time we all experience some
feelings of doubt, and we all need to accept these and talk
about them). When we experience these small
deaths/losses in our lives and we do not allow ourselves to
move from life — death — resurrection, we become angry.
We become angry when we do not get what we need,
want or expect. We also become angry when we mix-up
our wants with our needs. We might think we need
something, but in reality we only want the object or the
pleasure. God made each of us, and we need at least six
things: 1) the need to be loved; 2) the need to love; 3) the
need to be appreciated; 4) the need to make a difference;
5) the need to be forgiven; 6) the need to be treated fairly.

How do we express our anger? Fr. Delaney shared with us
that we express our anger in at least five different ways; 1)
hidden anger (we pretend we are not angry, we push it
down deep into our lives); 2) misplaced anger; 3) passive-
aggressive anger (we become silent, withdrawn); 4)
screaming, ranting, raging; 5) justifiable anger (it has been
said that Christianity ought to make us have sleepless
nights. There are things in this world that should cause us
to become angry: abortion, the abuses to people in the
world, people starving to death, etc. These are what we
call justifiable anger. Fr. Delaney gave us some
suggestions to help deal with anger when it appears in

(Continued)

our lives: 1) admit our anger, name it; 2) talk to someone;
3) if possible, talk to the person who made us angry; 4)
offer it up (give up that need or want for a greater good); 5)
forgiveness (forgiveness is giving up the right to hurt you
because you hurt me); 6) prayer (a prayer to help me
become better not bitter). (Next week | will share with you
“A Disciple’s Prayer”)

SCHOOL

On Tuesday, March 11, Sr. Corinne Weiss of the Diocesan
Mission Office will speak to students in grades 5-7. Sr.
Corinne will speak to the children about the mission work
she does for the Saginaw Diocese.

On Thursday, March 13 at 1:15 p.m., students in grades
K-7 will attend Stations of the Cross. Everyone is
welcome to join us for this special prayer in Church.

Did you know the weekly school Newsletter can be found
on the website www.stbrigid-midland.org? Just click on
school home page and then click on “School News”.

OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION
PRE-SCHOOL THROUGH GRADE 5

LITURGY OF THE WORD WITH CHILDREN: All children
four & five years old (including Kindergarten) are invited
to be dismissed from 9:00 a.m. Mass to hear the scriptures
read from the Lectionary for Masses with Children. Guests
are always welcome.

Elementary Faith Formation: Regular session time of
10:10 a.m. until 11:20 a.m.

Kids for Kids: This Lent our Elementary Faith Formation
program is collecting hats, gloves, mittens and other items
for children in need. You may send them in with your child
any of the Sundays of Lent. Donations will be distributed
to area homeless shelters and schools. There is an acute
need this year for these items. Thank you in advance for
your generosity!

YOUTH MINISTRY — Grades 6 — 12
Forms can be found on www.stbrigid-midland.org under the
Youth Faith Formation “forms” link and on the youth bulletin
board in the back vestibule next to the main Church doors
and in the Office of Faith Formation located inside the school.

Quick look at Youth Ministry:
¢ March 9: MS Reconciliation experience and HS
Enrichment session
¢ March 16: YM “John 3:16” Prayer and Reflection
meet in CHPH

YOUTH MINISTRY SPRING SESSION: There will be a
4-week series starting on April 6. Middle School-
Morality, High School-Theology of the Body and a
session for parents-Parenting Your Teens will meet
fromk6:30-8:00pm. Watch for more information next
week!

ADULT FORMATION

RCIA: This Sunday, we celebrate a RCIA rite known as a
Scrutiny with those elected to the Easter sacraments. We
ask “...that the elect will be given a spirit of repentance, a
sense of sin, and the true freedom of the children of God.”
(RCIA#152) This is not a bad definition of Lent for all of us
to think about. Please continue to pray for our elect,
Jessica and Anna, as they, like us, journey towards
Easter.


http://www.stbrigid-midland.org/
http://www.stbrigid-midland.org/

